
SECRET

February 26, 1986

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO EQUALITY FOR ALL:

1. Three Revised Responses

Prime Minister will ask you to discuss changes
IN WORDING OF THREE RESPONSES,

’ The PROPOSED CHANGES are minor to bring
RESPONSES UP TO DATE WITH ADOPTION OF NEW

Standing Orders:

- No, 95 (Mandate of Sub-Committee on the
Disabled and the Handicapped);

- No. 73 (composition of GiC appointments);

- No. 83 (Standing Committee on Human Rights),
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SECRET 2.

2. Date of Response (March 1986)

” P&P DISCUSSION OF RESPONSE TO FOCUS ON WOMEN IN

COMBAT, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, PRIMACY OF HUMAN

RIGHTS LEGISLATION.

’ If agreement is not reached, Prime Minister may
ASK YOUR VIEWS ON TWO OPTIONS FOR A FURTHER

extension of the March 4 deadline.

Option 1: Negotiate new extension with opposition
PARTIES,

Pros - Government could have all party support.

Cons - Appears NDP will not agree; may require
QUI PRO QUO.

OR

Option 2: Table interim response on March A stating
NEW DATE,

Pros - No need to negotiate with opposition.

Cons - Would occasion substantial political and
COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS FOR THE GOVERNMENT

BECAUSE OF THE REPEATED DELAYS,

- Require communications plan to offset
POLITICAL CRITICISM.

Recommendation

* IF NECESSARY, OPT I ON 2 (PRELIMINARY RESPONSE),

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN.
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