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De-Classification and Release
of Cabinet Directive No. 35

Declassification et publication
de la directive du Cabinet no 35

During the course of the past
several months, in the context of
requests to table Cabinet Directive
No. 35 (C.D. 35) a*, both the McDonald
Cormission of Inquiry and the Krever
Commission of Inquiry into the
confidentiality of health records in
Ontario, serious consideration has
been given to the possibility of
de-classifying the directive and
releasing it for the purposes of
public sessions of those connissions
of inquiry.

The conclusion has been reached
as a result of a thorough analysis of
the docianent that there is no longer
any valid reason for maintaining its
CONFIDENTIAL classification and
continuing to control its distribu­
tion and availability. Accordingly,
a recomendation was made by the
Secretary to the Cabinet to the
Chairman, CCSI, on June 30th, 1978,
to grant the necessary authority for
de-classification and transmission of
the document to both cownissions of
inquiry. Authority has since been
granted to implement the reconmenda-
tion which, in practical terms,
means that all copies of C.D. 35
which are on charge to you should be
appropriately marked "de-classified"
and this memorandum quoted as the
authority for de-classification.

While it is not the intention
of the government to officially
announce to the public its decision
to declassify C.D. 35, it may be
expected that its probable use in
the public hearings of the two
comissions of inquiry will generate
public interest and may very well
lead to requests being made for
copies. Individual requests for
copies should be answered by the
department or agency to which they
are addressed. In this context, it

Depuis plusieurs mois, a la suite
de demandes dont les auteurs rtclamaient
le dSpOt de la directive du Cabinet no 35
devant la commission d'enqufte McDonald
et la conmission d'enquSte Krever sur la
confidentialite des dossiers medicaux en
Ontario, on songe sfirieusement a
dfidassifier cette directive et a la
publier en vue des audiences publiques de
ces deux organ!smes.

L'analyse approfondie du document
a rSvClf qu'aucune raison valable ne
justifie plus la cote “CONFIDENTI EL" qui
lui a Sts attribufie, et qu'il n'y a pas
lieu de continuer d'en limiter la
consultation et la diffusion. Cette
conclusion a amen6 le secretaire du
Cabinet a recoimander au president du
comite du Cabinet charge de la Securite
et des Renseignements, le 30 juin 1978,
d'autoriser la declassification de ce
document et sa transmission aux deux
commissions d'enquete, recoimandation
a laquelle il a ete donne suite. En
pratique, cela signifie done qu'il vous
faudra porter la mention "DeclassifiC"
sur tous les exemplaires de la directive
no 35 que vous avez en mains, et citer
la prfsente note conme document
autorisant cette declassification.

M8me si le gouvernement n'a pas
1‘intention d'annoncer officiellement
au public sa decision de declassifier
la directive no 35, on peut s'attendre
que le recours probable a ce document
aux audiences publiques des deux
commissions d'enquBte suscitera I'interet
du public et poussera certains a en
demander copie. C'est le ministSre ou
organisme destinataire de ces demandes
qui y rCpondra. Avant de le fa ire, il
devra s'assurer que 1'alinfia 17 (c)
et 1'article 18 du texte initial de 1«
directive no 35 ont Jte remplacfis par le
nouveau texte publie par le Bureau du
Conseil privfi, le 26 mai 1975, au sujet
de la promulgation du RSglement sur les
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is important to ensure that no
release of C.D. 35 is made without
the amendment issued by Privy Council
Office on May 26th, 1975, in regards
to the promulgation of the Public
Service Security Inquiry Regulations
which superseded paragraph 17 (c) and
paragraph 16 of the original C.D. 35.
The CONFIDENTIAL classification on
the Privy Council Office memorandum
of 1975 should also be removed in
the manner prescribed earlier.

It is suggested that in respon­
ding to a request for copy of C.D. 35,
a statement should be made to the
addressee to the effect that the

enquStes sficuritaires dans la
Fonction publique. Voir Cgalement
3 annuler de la manidre prescrite
ci-dessus la cote "CONFIDENTI EL"
attribute au mGmoire public en 1975
par le Bureau du Conseil privfi.

Dans les rfiponses aux demandes
de copies de la directive no 35, il
serait bon de signaler que 1'on a
entrepris la revision et la mise 3
jour du document afin qu'il corresponde
davantage a la situation et a I'etat
d'esprit actuels.

directive is being revised and up-dated
in order to reflect current circum- /'T / I
stances and attitudes more accurately/ / / /

zxk
T.D. Finn

Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet, Secretaire adjoint du Cabinet
(Security, Intelligence and Emergency (Securite, Renseignements et Planification
Planning). des mesures d'urgence)

Privy Council Office,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Bureau du Conseil prive
Ottawa, Ontario
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