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THE HOUSE PEBRUAII.Y 1, 1992 

D'nf'OPJl,/S'l'ATIDIU CBC/CBO 
USU.D/S'l'ATlOiill 

GAYS AR0 LESBIANS IN 'l'HE MILITARY 

'l'IMKI 09:10 
DOD I 

CDC: Hello, r•a Judy Morrison. The parltaDentarY rec.e•• 
i 

11 over bu~ the receaalon drag• on and the unity crl•i• 

continues. MPs will be back on the Hill Monday looking ahaa4 to a budget 

later this month, and the QUebeC referandua later tbie year. 

In prepara~ion, governaent ~r8 got together this weak 

to pe~form one .of the .Oit secret political ritual• tnowa to 

parliamentary democracy -- tbe national party caac:u. soWUS. a lot like a 

high a~"'Ool ~ rally. That•• . ior the benefit of the aicrophoMa .. aml. ·. : ·• 
,,;,.-_.;. .::..:. - ~- =- ~ ---'";'" . - .. . . .,. :-=--=-::- -~-.. : .. ·-·_ -··::· ---·.: . . -:-:· - .: ·-: ' ;_- ' .;_:-~. : -- -

cam•r••· once the reporters uw kicked. oat, · t.h• ritual bef1na. Jut llke ~-
the aong aaya, . th-r can let their bair .ban9 dawn beb1Dd cloaed doOra. · 

They •pult ..fnely eoat the preallng s.asuea of ~ day, 

the econaay, ut1onal unit!', alul concerns such •• opiaJ.on polls, the 

Refoxm PartY and homoseual• in ~ Armed POree•. Por yean the federal 

government haa been promia.lllg to end the c11acr1minat10D agalut ga~ aDc! 

. leabiana 1n the Az1led Porcea, bat t.he dect.ion 1• being dela,.S. Defence 

Minister Marcel Maaae attribute• it to moral objections from several 

conservative back !)enchen. However, the delay uy have more to do with 

the politic'• of reform. Bill Glll .. pie report.. 
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REPORTER: It's Wednesday and the Tory caucus ia beaded for 

lunch at the parliamentary restaurant. The mood is 

upbeat, as it usually is on Wednesd.ays, because wednesday is caucus day. 

It's the day cabinet ainiatera submit their legislative proposals to the 

1
_caucua for reaction. The c10ucua can't overrule a minister, but if the 

minister can't get consensus - thAt spells trouble. u~~PPY back bencbers 

have a way of making their gripe• known to the media. so the cabinet will 

sometimes delay legislation while searching for that cons~nsua. 

That'• what happened to the atteapt to abolish the 

regulations that discriminate against gays in the military. Even thpugh \ 

the entire cabine_t approves, clisaent fr011 conservative back benebe~ may 

send it to the courts, where it could be bald up for years. 

A decision ~ been a long tiae coming. When Svend 

Robinson, the only liP .to decl~e openly he's gay, raUed the iaaue tvo 

years ago, . it vas nothing new. 

ROBIBSOJI.: 
~ . .. speaker, four yean ago this week the conaarvat.ive 

' ·._ . --~nt. rupolldacl to the ·a~• -_"'port. of :ue 

special cOIIIIII.!ttee on equality r14JhU by proalaiDg that t.he ~veJ:'IIM~t 

will take tfbat.ever MUareB are nec"aal'Y to ana"" tbat aexual 
. .. - . 

orientation 1• a prohibited ground ot dl•cr~nation 1D :Nlat.lon to all 

a~ of federal judadict.lon. In vl.., of t.M ~act t.bat ••• 

RBPOR'l'D• 
Aaaoclate oef•nce ~nl•t.er Mary COlltna was 

-aympath•tlc, 'but her only cGIIIDitMnt. was ~o gl.,. the 

usu• more study. And vhUe the 'l'ories dawdled, P.ople Uka Michelle 

Douglas agonized. 

!:'!""' TN'"l''I"QN Al ''St. ONLY I POUR USAGE INTERNE SEULEMENT. 
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DOUGLAS: It's the type of policy that'• in place in the rorc•• 

that actually drives ga~ and lesbians in a sort of 

underground •o that they can protect their careers ••• 

REPORTER: Even though Michelle Douglas finished at the top of her 

·· class in ~ic , trainlng, she waa forced out of the 

military in 1989. After two months of preaaure from the army's special 

- investigation unit she admitted she was a lesbian. 

' 
DOUGLAS: 'J'he impoaltion of the policy that vas applied to u \ l 

essentially .y career vas frozen for aa.e p.riod of tl .. 
and eventually my release caae to fruition such that l ·just no longer vas 

a _member of the Canadillft Ar1lled Pore••. 

Douglea baa filed a $500,000 lawsuit against ~ 

Armed Parcel for wrongful disaiaaal. _Sile'li eating t.be_ 

ccnart. t.c:t declare -diacrJ.alD&tion ba .. ed on 8uaai orlezstaUon • dolat.ion 

of -t.._ ·-~-'~of··-·U9h~ .- :~ Por~ an .. ~i~~- t:.~~t,-_· ~ ~~~~-tOe. 

--~ ··- ..... ..... . . . . ·-. 

IUb o•&riBD[?) aay8 hadag ·ba80Sesaala · in t.11e baftlleb or em tba 

battlef1ald ..tea .acbo soldiers nerYOQ8. 

.0 ' . .BRIERs Tbeae are rough, tough, ragged 1nd1Yiduala, r1,ht? 

ADd yoa tate the lus ragged., the qaota -waade type s-p 

of the homoaexul and ·tnt.roduce him into that emrtro:n..nt, tbat guy !a 

not 90ing to be helpful in the battle acenar!o. Typically t.h••• .an do 

not believe that they can count on that type of individual. 
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REPORTER: 

and even after Jlx yeare of •tudy, •oae eay th-r etill 

don't have enough 1nforcat1on. So they want the court• to decide. The 

cabinet could go ahead on ita own but Defence Miniater Marcel wa.•• aaye 

it won't, becauaa this ia a moral issue. 

MASSE: The government (inaudible) ••• the gove~nt baa e 

caucua, the government haa an laJue, and that la•ue ral•e 

moral di•cu•aions for aome member• like the death penalty, like the ·, 
abortion, like a certain number of iaauea like that. I think that wa \hava i 
to respect their approach, 10 that•• why 41ecuaa1ona are atill ~oing ·o~ 

thia ID8tter. 

REPOaTI!:R: tven though lla .. e aaya the Jtlllllbllnq block ia 110rali ty 

a number of Tory back benchan uy the nel ~n for 

delay ia political. With the Rdom Party rapiclly nallowing up the 'I'O'r!' 

baae of ,_.ll C couenat.1YB aupport, ope.niag up the bu'r&CU t.o . f8J'II 
. . : ' . - . _ .. . _,_. , __ .· - . - : ·., :' . . . . - - ... ' . 
will put ··.tha party in nu. deeper_:~• with ita aw1a coutUaeacy.---. 

- · ··.-·---··----~ &t a c&acu ... uag 1ft early .,.-~ --debate, u one 'l'Ory 

caucu .-J>er put it, aQloded, ~ a.aoclau Def--=-_ lllalatez' -.zy 

collin- ca.. _eHJr:ing _a _ CODaauU~ _Bile told tM back .-...abu'll :-~t: .. t~ae 
- ... . . 

IUchella Douglaa cue.,.. juat oD.i of fha, ad abe aaJ.d tbe ~·· 
_lawyer• ~4 told ·har it"• likely the gove~t will lo••· C0111~ _ argaed 
it would eave the ·tazpayer a lot of IIDJWJ' aad tM people lavol'NCS • lot 

of grief U tha caucu would accept the inevltal)la and order the a111t.ary 

to change ita policy. 'l'be caucus dlc1n • t agree. John ar-vin( 1) 1• the 

defence critic for the RDPa 
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BREWIN: We have • very clear indication that the government'• 

legal opinion 1• t~t the ban again•t hoao•exuals in the 

Forcee ie unco~tltutlonal, illegal and therefore the. government has no 

option but to go along with the law. And now they're saying, they're 

indicating they're ready to let it go to the courts just because aoae 

·· moss-backed ·bAck .bent:hers in the Coneervative perty epoot.d them. 

REPORTER: The moss-bocks, aa Bravin calls them, are also known 

as the God squad. The right wing rump of MPs, mostly 

Chrietlan fundamantalist~, vbo would view accommodating gays ae wrong for 

moral reaeons. Bill Aompkey is the Liberal defence critic. 

RO!(PXEY: The right wing in the Tory caucus is "W"ery strong and 

part of the probl .. , it · .... to ... of ue 'l'O:y party le 

keeping the factions within that eaucaa together. Bat I don't think that . 

the right wing of the ·Torr eaueue should be" allCN8d to d-ictate poUcy in 

REPQRTD: .. 'l"he ClOd squad did baM lt.e say bat •~ 'l'Or7 ~"~ 

~ say , tbat len • t aat scuttled a cosweM~DB. lt vu 

the fear u.at politically the couervatl'I'H bad little to pia ud a lot 

to lose. aowa= ~ ls the ~r for Halifax West. ·llaDJ' of JU.a 

con8t1t.uente Uve at the Balifu !laval Base. Be aay. bJ.e c:onatlt.uenu 

tell ~· adm1tt1n9 gay. woald unde~ne hetero•ezual .orale and be a 

danger to gays theael ve•. 

CROSBY I 1 do reqard the lllill tory as different.. IUU tory 1• a 

way of life. All aepect• of your life have to be 

- - - ..... --- . --··- ··- ... ,.. .... ···---··- --·· _ . .....,., .. ~ 
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controlled. Your houae, your home, your barrack8 ia not your home. one 

ha8 to obey commands, and •ometiDaa thoae commanda can ~ a little 

confusing in terms of what la eKpected and what reaponae ia required. so 

1 would think a young ·person abOard a ahip might be in a very difficult 

position if they ran into a auperior officer who made au;;eationa to 

them. 

REPORTER: Crosby aaya it's not just ailitary man who want to 

keep gays out. He aaya Preston xanninq'a Reform Party ia 

provinljl that • 

CROSBY: 
Wall, aae, the difficulty with the evangelical group 

and the Manning• and the Reform attitude ia it evidence• 

the fact that there ia a atrong view out there on a nual)er of iaau•· If 

15 per cent of the voting popalaticm aay bay, 1 want atrlcter lava on 

thia aubjact or .that a@jrect, aad .j~t.. out of fain••• -- not out ·of any 

poUtlaal •.• 1n~t ill po11t1cal ncc .. a, but just oat of fa1rMae you -., "' . . . . 
have to .lJ.aten ·t.o _people who espreea ~· d..,.. 

RSPOATER: 
Alth0119h a 81pif1can~ ~:r of callCUB _.,.ra .poke 

agalnat. allwbv gay~~ lll, lt. wu .!lOt clear they .. n • 

u'orlty. auwra a:rvaed t.1ae party bad .noe to lose by coDdonlllg a 

violation of the canacsian ltaAD IUgbta ~. A quick ccnart declalon vaultS 

get tlla 'l'Or1•• off tbe h~k, eepec:1&117 til• .,. trying· to. feDd off the 

Refom Party. ht court cu .. have a way of dr8ftill9 on. It coult:S take 

yean to get a declelon. And, •• the cas•• drag on, ao will the anguJ.ab 

of gays like Michelle Dou;la8. Por The Rouaa 1'& Bill Gilleapla, CBC 
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