TUYUND FHL LFHA

~—’

ne.diascan

Cenada’s national news monlioring network
Le réseau national dexvalis de presse du Canada

—_——

Halifax
Chronicle Herald

HO03

By The Canadian Press

"™ The federal government has

not yel decided whether to end re-

Sthictions against homosexuals

‘sttving in the military, Associate

Defence Minister Mary Colling

£3id Thursday.

%iv - “No final decision has been

_made,” she told reporlers outside

_the Commons. .

wis.. There were widespread me-
| 018" reports Thursday saying the
.'government was about to an-
‘'nodnce a new policy lifting res
© strictions against homosexuals In
~ the armed forces,

! A document dated Wednesday
;‘evtlining the proposed new Can-
: adian policy had been circulating
. inthe ggnugon in Washington,

{ “Any speculation about an
. announcement was premature,
! obviously,” said Collins. “The de-
: partment is still working on all of
: 1he issues that are involved.”
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The minister said if the
Americans were sent an an-
nouncement it was a case of
someone “getting out ahead of the
game."

She said some matters re-
main to be resolved, but she
refused to say whether the policy
ran into flack Irom conservativé
members of the Tory caucus.

“All of the matters haven't
been finalized,” she said.

There have been a nuinber of
court cases and hearings before
human rights tribunals on the is-
sue of homosexual soldiers, sail-
ors and flyers in recent years.

Last month, Justive Joseph
- McDonald of the general division
of Ontarie Court, ruled that the
Canadian Human Rights Act was
unconstilutional because it fails to
protect homosexuals from dis-
crimination. i

He gave the federal govern-'
ment six months either to appeal

Status of gays in military
still undetermined—Collins

the decision or amend the Act tor
add protection.

The law had been challenged:

by Graham Haig, an Otlawa gay
rights activist, and Joshua Birch,
a former air force captain who
was forced to quit the military
last year after revealing his
homosexuality,

Prime Minister Brian Mul-
;oney would say little on the sub-
ject:

“The matter is before the
courts now in some ways, If

there's a change in government

policy, we'll let you know.”

Bill Domm, member for
Peterborough, said he's seem no
policy draft in caucus,

MP Stan Darling said he
doesn’t object to what he's seen
reported about a policy change.

But he said homsexuals in the

military would have to be circum-
spect, just as their heterosexual
colleagues must.
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