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Canadian military dropping ban on gays 
OTTAWA- Holl'IOllexuals will be 
officiaUy allowed into the canadi· 

chief of the defence starr, will an
nounce that people who have 
engaged in homosexual conduct 
will no longer be prevented from 
serving in the military. 

an military. · 
'I'be federal government wiU 

annoy.nce as early as today that the 
Canadian Armed Forces is drop
ping. its controversial policy 
against "knowingly" biriDg or pro
motiQg gays. 

Conservative rdPs were In· 
formed of the cbange by Defence 
Mi.Dister Man::el Masse at yester
day's weekly caucus mteling. . 

General Jobn de Chasteiain, 

But a· source said Gen. de Chas
telain wilt also ·.say tbe policy 
change will . not stop the forces 
from dealing with "sexual miscoD
duct, including sexual bara.ssment, 
either heterosexual or homosexual, 
which can be demonstrated to bave 
a disruptive effect on operational 
effectiveness." 

llle ...... ...;;-...o.-..... , .. ,_ 

The no-gays policy is being 
challenged a.s a violation of lhe 
a.arter of Righ.ts and Freedoms in 
five separate Federal Court law
suits launched by former soldiers. 

•u.s. chall-ge: C22 

'Last year, the indepeodebt Se- . 
curi1y Intelligence Review Com
mittee ruled the policy was 
unconstitutional and ordered the 
rehiring of a Conner air force lieu-

. ~Miiltafy .to adm~t(gpys· . ·!:, ~. ,. 

tenant wilD was forced to quit be-
cause she was a lesbian. • 

The watchdog committee also 
blasted the military's specia] in- • 
quiries unit for its "deplorable" ' 
conduct in investlgaUng whether ' 
Micbelle Douglas was gay. 

It said Ms Douglas was taken to 
a hotel room under false preteooes 
and grilled by two officers who i 
sbowed an "inteme .,rvrtent inter- , 
est" in her JeDal. activities. . . 

The federal government bas ,. 
appealed that ruling. 

From Soollwn News 

. , .. C1l'TAWA CCP) -The rederalg~v· · W~Y \be policy bas beell re!~ 
enllnfSit'll about to change its J101i.9' viewed but 110 date baS beeD A! for · 
blnDiDI ~from the mill- an anDQU~~Ce~DenL He WOIIId not re-7 
tar)', a1'oroalo television station re- veal any details ~ tbe re-. 
ported WedaesdaY· view. . .. 

1 
The 'report In CaJpry, Brig. .(;en. Ban)' Ash-

' -said 1111 clec:isioD. . too said it woo't be US)' but be iJ. 

D).~ LI2RY 

fn.e~c'"oliv 
.· tp bar.·~dlic:riini.:- ; ·1\ll"'!. the A.rmed·.Fwta will ~~ ~lnst· ' tually adapt to '~ ID i~: 

In ranks. . . - • 
the IJlilitafy was. .. · AshlOD told tbe lltiJ.en's lnl!llirl·· 
announce d in into Peace JiDd Security last 1reet ·. 
c:aJJCIE by Mar)' that bolnmexual5 bave tbe pot!tllial 
Colli.nl, tbe asso- to cause problems whtll Dillitar)' 
cia te defence · · ~ are confined to dose qgar; 
zninisler. ters or serve in remote loealiaiiS. ' 

The general also said, despite offi-· 
Toronto-area 

MP Doll Bien- MARY COLLINS 
)ani was auoted 
as saying the change was prompted 
by some court cases pending under 
lheCbarter of Rigbt.s. 

Capt John Blakeley, a spokesman 
·· - .... "'-'-"" n.-n,rtment. said 

cia.l policy, he is certain bomOSR· 
uals bave served in tbe Anned 
Forces. 

11:1eY survived becaUse they JICT" 
fonned well, were loyal, remained io 
the closet and didn't !DW· their sa.
ual prefetePCeS an isSUe, be said. 

Kitc;hene.:!'<~te!loo Recor~ . Thurs .. Oct. 10. 1991 ,. 

Gaystob, \ 
allowed · 
in milital1 
By Stephel'l Blndm&n 
Southam News 

afTAWA- Holllosexu:ab \liill be oiDd&IJJ ~ 
into Ule ~nilliWY· . 

'!be fedetal prnment will announce .. eel 
daJ Ulat tile~ Armed Foraa il,drgppinl 

: CJ ~ ~kDOwillllY" blri!l3 or)mlmolirii gt.Y! 
· · Torr MPs were infoD!led of the cllanP bY 

..',~ Muod Muse al WecJnesda7'1 caUCUS • 
· - Gen. Jobn de Qlaa&elain. chief of l.be defence . · \ " 

aDI)OUJlC' thai boi!IOS"~''IIil will no kqW be.! 

from ter9llliiD the l!lillW'Y· . 
' . ' ,]SUl .. ICJUICI-de CblateJ&1!l will lbo I&J 
• ~ '111'111 no& IIOP tbl fan:el tram.~ I 

al ~ bl.c)Udinl: sem-I bJ,ZUIIIItnl. . 
eroeezua! or bollloeuual. whiCh can be dei!IC . 
ba" adisf'UtlliVO effect on~ lll!ectl "· 

Tbe IDP'fl poliCY II ~Uy bliJII ~: 
'rio1atiOD o! the Qaartef of Ri8hiS lad FrM)Jlf .. 
pedefal Court lawsuit~ )aunChed bY lorD* ~ • 

. Last Jllll'· the tndependent ~In. '· . j c 'riiW cOmmittee ruled 1he policY was \IJ!{ • - : 
and~ Ule rehirlnS or • t01111c a1:r tat "'· 
wbO,.... rorced to quit ~ IIIII ,.aj. · tl pnnunen\b.U~Uial~ ., . ,:i 

Tbll COfllllllltee also blasted !be~· ~ 
qulrili:l unit for liS •ctepiOrlble" CQIIIIUI:llt aBid Mlcl· 
Dougiu was t.aken to • bo\eltoOlll UDder 1813• pre\el 
~ grilled by twO offi.cen; wbo ~ m ";;ntenSe , 
rlllntm&ettSl" tnhersuualacUYI'*- . 

1 

In 11!10. an tnqulr'J by ronner jud(ltl Rene Marin • 
lhere was "no reason w~ for tile m.llitli 
counter·Lntelligence unit to mvestill&1t homose:xuals· 
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HUMAN RIGHTS ((;::HT '7 ./ ----
Policy against gay soldiers 
being scrapped· by forces 
The change is 'long 
overdue,' says a civil 
rights lawyer. 

By Stephen Blndman 
Southam News 

OTTAWA - Homosexuals 
will be officially allowed Into the 
Canadian military. 

The federal government will 
announce, possibly as early as 
today, that the Canadian Armed 
Forces is dropping its controver· 
sial policy against "knowingly" 
hiring or promoting gays. 

DIS LIBRJSo\RY 
:. ~, ...... ./-' .... _. ( 
"FIL 'E COPY 

~ . 
Conservative MPs were In- showed an "Intense prurient in

fanned of the change by De· terest" In her sexual ,llctivlth:s. 
fence Minister Marcel Masse at The federal government has 
Wednesday's weekly caucus appealed that ruling. 
meeting. 

General John de Chastelain, 
chief of the defence staff, will 
announce that people who have 
engaged ln homosexual conduct 
will no longer be prevented from 
serving In the miUtary. 

A few years ago, poUcy wus 
amended so that If gay soldiel"lj 
refuse to quit, they were no long· 
er automatically forced out but 
were not eligible for training, 
courses or promotions. 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: A source 'LONG OVERDUE: Douglas's law. 
said de Chastelain will also say ·yer, Clayton Ruby, sah:! the 
the policy change will not stop change is "long overoue" be
the forces from dealing with cause the policy clearly violates 
"sexual misconduct, including the charter's equality 
se~tual harassment, either het- guarantees . . 
erose~tuaJ or homosexual, which 
can be demonstrated to have a 
disruptive el'fect on operational 
efrectiveness." 

The no-gays policy ls being 
challenged as a violation of the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
in five separate federal court 
lawsuits launched by former 
soldiers. 

Last year, the Independent Se· 
curity lnteiJigence Review Com
mittee ruled the policy was un
constitutional and ordered the 
rehiring of a fonner air force 
lieutenant forced to quit because 
she was a lesbian. 

The watchdog committee also 
blasted the military's special In
quiries unit for its "deplorable" 
conduct in investigating whether 
Michelle Douglas was gay. 

It said Douglas was taken to a 
hotel room under false pretences 
and grilled by two officers who 

"Only a Tory government 
could be so mean-spirited to wait 
this long," he said. 

Last September, a .special In
quiry by former Ontario judge 
Rene Marin sald there was ' 'nu 
reason whatsoever" for the mili
tary's counter-intelligence unit 
to single out homosexuals ror 
investigation. 

And last month, ln a challenge 
brought by a former air force 
capt11in, an Ontario judge ruled 
Canada's human rights Jaw is 
unconstitutional because it did 
not give gays and lesbians legal 
protection from dlscriminatlon. 

Tory back-bencher Don Blen· 
kam seemed resigned to the 
change, but said rules wiU have 
to be Introduced to make sure 
soldiers act "decently" on ships 
and in military barracks. 

News ·digest· ~ ~-sr~~Thlnday.Ot1ober10,1991 

~~!~~~~~~' !~.~.~~~!.et,, ~a!~•>m mmo ' 
ernm,ent •s about to change its poli_cy veal any detalls concerning the re- personnel are conftned to close q:.:l. ~ 
banmng homosexuals rrom the mth- view. · \ tersor rv i t 1 1 
tary, a Toronto television staUon re- In Calgary, Brig.-Gen. Barry As&- . se e nremo e ocat ons. 
ported Wednesday. . ton laid It won't be easy but he is - • 

CFTO TV says the announcement sure the Armed Forces will even
would have come Wednesday, &ave tually adapt to bomosexuall in its 
for protests lrom some members of ranks · · · • 
the Conservative caueus. "I u,"inlll would be 1~ ·ulan honeSt 
!lle_ re_port. said t~ deeision to bar 'If I said 1 thought it was going to be 

discnmmatton agamst homosex.ual5 simple and they will be welcomed 
in the military was announced in with bpen arms " the Cah!arv-basecl 
caucus by Mary Collins, the asso- comm11nder or ihe 1st Caiiadlan Brl-
ciatt>defenceminister. &adeGroopsaldWednesday, 
Toronlo-area MP Don Blenkarn "It's not clear to me ~ow we're 

was quoted as saying the change·was gol~~~t to Implement tbe poltcy pr how 
prompted by some court cases pen- · It will be ap~lied, .but l have !=onfi· .. 
ding under the Charter of Rights. . . dence tha~w te~erwedolsgomg to 

·be marching lme with socil!ly at 
Capt. John Blakeley, a spok.esman large," Ashton said . . .- · ·· ·· 

for the Defe~ce Department, said '·" Ashton tol.d the CiUien•s lllqulry 
~ednesday the policy has been re- into Peace and Security, last ·week
VIewed but no dale has been set for that bm:nosexuaJs have tbe potential . 
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