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The Chairr:Jan: Thank you, Mr. Darling. 

We arc now down to the ~ort of one-minute snappers, I 
guess. in view of the time tha t is left. I guezs everybody would 
like: one. 

With the committee's indulgence, Mr. Robinson would like 
to ask a quick one in place of Mr. Blacl:burn, who had to leave. 

Mr. Robinson. 

Mr...Robinson: Th:lnk you very much. Mr. Ch:lirman. 

I would like to thank my colleagues for thc:ir indulg:nce. 
will try to !:~ brief. I have question:. in two are:J.s, and maybe I 
~ill just brieny pose them. 

The first question is with respect to the policy of the armed 
forces on the question of discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation. The Minister is aware th:ll the :urrent policy, 
CFA0- 1920, apparc;1tly remair.s in cff::ct. 

I want to ask the ~1inist::r wh::thcr he is prepared to as3urc 
this ccmmiuc: th2:t. in fac . no individual who is a m:mbcr of 
the armed forces, who happens to be g:1y or lesbian, and who is 
otherwise qualified, will be rele:lsed from the armc:t:! forces 
while the study that has been announced i:; currently under 
way. 

I just note to the Minister that the Solicitor General 
imposed a similu policy in the case of the RCMP, while the 
RCM P was studying the government's response to the equality 
report. 

Mr:. Andre: Mr. Robinson, if any incident like that were to 
occur, it would be as a result of deliberate action. not as a 
result of automatic application of this rule. Can I put it in that 
terms? 

The statement of the government, made bv the Minister of 
Justice. IS quite cJC:lr. We: have this chartered-task force, as we 
are calling it, internally looking at the necessary adjustments 
we need to make to give effect. ·• 

But within the conte:u of maintaining an operationally 
cffc:ctive armed force. I do not think f would be fulfilling· my 
responsibilities if I were to foreclose the possibility of behavi­
our rc::~ulting in a dismissal. It would be behaviour. not the fact 
that 30mebody informed that such-and-such· is a homosexual 
or· Jesbian·l 

Mr. Robinson:">it would be inappropriate behaviour by· tne 
U,div•dual. whether homosexual or heterosexual. 

Mr. Andre: Precise!~ 

Mr. Robinson: Thank you. 

Le president: Je \'OUs remercie, monsieur Darling. 

Avec Ie temps qt.:.'il nous reste, nous en semmes reduHs. j : !e 
crains, :i de~ questions-eclair. et je crois que tout lc mondc 
voudrait en poser unc. 

Si k comitc y consent. M. Robinson voudrait en pos~r 
rapidcment une a Ia !'lac: de M. B:ackbur::, qui a du p:mir. 

Monsieur Rooinllor.. 

M. Robinson: Mc:ci beau~.)C;:'. rr.onsieur le ;m!si:ie:u. 

Je voudrais rerr.ercicr me:: collcl!ues d'a.,oir conscnti ;\ m~ 
donner Ia parolo: ::: je rn " ef~')rcc~ai d'ctre br:i. J'ai <ir.u x 
questions porta:H sur des rio:n:lll~es differe:lts et je vai~ lc:~ 

poser de fa<;on s:Jccinctc. 

La premiere touche lc:s mesu::~ adoptees par l'armee :l 
l'eg:1rd de 1:1 discrioin:uio;, pour preference sext.eiie. Le 
ministre n'ignore certainement pas que It: rcglement :t:=~u:! 
OAFC-1920 reste e::core en viruc:Jr. 

Lc ministre peut-il assurer al! Comitc qu'eflccm·::mcnt 
aucune personne qui f:1it !)ani: des forces a:mees c~ qui est 
h:sbienne au homosexuelle :t qui . par aillcurs. r:pond l toutcs 
les qualifi~tions reqt.:.ises, nc sera congeciee pendant que 
!'etude qui a etc annon=ce :st en cours? 

Je fcrais remarquer au ministrc que lc: Solliciteur gener:ll a 
impose une mesurc semclable a Ia GRC pendant que ceJ!e-ci 
procedait a J'Ctude de )a reponse du gOU\'ernt:ment au rappOrt 
sur l'egalite. 

M. Aodre: Si un incident de ce genre devait sc: produire, 
monsieur Robinson. cc serait :i Ia suite d'une act ion deliberee 
et non de !'application automatique de cette re;;le. Est-ce que 
ccs termes vous satisfont" 

La position du goU\'C:rn:ment, enoncee par le min istrc de Ia 
Justice. est parfaitement claire. Nous avons un groupe d'etude 
dument nomme qui examine. dans !e cadre de l'a rmee. les 
modifications necessaires pour donn:: effet a cettc consigne. 

M:1is je uis responsabl: du m:1intien d'une armce opera tion· 
ncllc et efficD.cc, et cc scrait faill ir :i me!: responsabilites qu!! 
d'exclurc: l'eventuulite d'un renvoi pour conduitc. Mais ce 
renvoi scrait du :i l:J. conduite de Ia personne :n question et non 
au fait que nous J.vons ete inrorme que ccttc personne etJit 
homosexuclle ou le::bicnne. 

M. Robinson: E.t cc scrait pour ccart de .:onduitc de IJ 
personne. qu'clle soit homosexucHc au hetcro~exuellc . 

M. ~ndre : C'est bien cela. 

M, Rubinson: Jc vous remercie. 
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