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1 . (PB) current National Defence policy renders persons 

who engage in sexual acts with others of t he same gender 

ineligible for service in the Canadian Forces . Since mid-

1986, implementation of this policy , as it relates to members 

already serving who object to honourable release as being not 

advantageously employable , has been suspended, pending a 

political decision that it is to continue. 

2. (PB) The existing Canadian Forces Administrative Order, 

referred to as a CFAO, which reflects policy in this area is 

CF,\ 0 19-20, attached as Annex A. This Order in its present 

form has been in effect for thirteen years, but has been 

recently changed in its application and is currently under 

review . Like other CFAOs, it is issued under the authority of 

the Chief of the Defence Staff pursuant to section 18 of the 

National Defence Act. The members of the Canadian Forces to 

whom this CFAO applies are those who are determined with 

r easonable certainty. after full investigation, to have a 

sexual propensity for persons of the same gender. Normally, 

such members are deemed not advantageously employable, and are 

honourably released under Item S(d) of the Table to article 

15 . 01 of the Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Canadian 

Forces, which is a regulation made by the Governor in Council. 

Similarly, persons who are not already serving and are seeking 

enrolment are deemed ineligible for service when it is 

determined with reasonable certainty, through their own 

acknowledgement or otherwise, that they fall in the same 

category. 
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.:i 9. (PB} The further meeting 
J(, I I, ' I. 

Minister of Justice,~ and senior 

/lr I 

of Ministers , including 1the 
I • . . J> I ~ t~ , f'·._.,~,,l,,,l, 
officials, ~eluding Mr. 

Hartt, the Prime Minister's Chief of staff , was held at Meech 

Lake on- 3 August 1989, with the Assistant Deputy Minister 

(Personnel) and the Director Personnel Legal Services in 
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attendance. Ministers collectively expressed support for the 

Canadian Forces policy of exclusion from service of active 

homosexuals, and issued instructions that the Director 

Personnel Legal Services prepare a revised version of the CFAO 
; ..... c~ .......L', {...; ,, •. t c.~~ w:fl,._ ,.~~ -1.:, 
~ which weulel'laddr--ess--the definition ga.;.,t-

"inappropriate sexual conduct" contained in the Order 

(PB) After a meeting on the morning of 31 August 1989 

with Mr. Tait, Deputy Minister of Justice, Mr. Pretti, Deputy 

Secretary to the Cabinet (Operations) in the Privy council 

Office, and other senior officials, and further consultation 

that afternoon with Mr. Low, Senior General Counsel in the 
cJ.. 

Human Rights Law Section of the Department of Justice, the-
w .. ..~~ 

dQsumeats at o''u'luexes E' (revised version of CFAO 19-36 ~ prepared 

by the Director Personnel Legal Service~ eA 38 A~g~st 198~ 

~~At to Mjnisterial-d~~list of questions and 
w cJ..t e 

answers prepared by the Director Personnel Legal Services at 

the request of Mr. Protti, for use in responding to 

anticipated media inquiries following approval and 
-:r:-- ~ 1....,-l.._. +. ""'- ' Ck>.

promulgation of the new CFAQ'&_ aRE! n 'l;information in chart 

form as to the policy of other western nations vis-~-vis 
~ 

homosexuals in their armed forces, prepared by the Director 
.:;:~ 

Personnel Legal Services -in accor:-Q.anee-w-~Gt4e ecei-ved 

on JQ Aug~9~~ forwarded to Mr. Pretti via Brigadier

General Gentles in the Privy council Office on 31 August 1989. 

rt ~ understood that Mr. Protti intended to use these 
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