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As you may recall, in Toward Equality, the government's
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response to Equality for All, the report of the House of
Commons Subcommittee on Equality Rights, the government
indicated that it would be conducting an overall review of

the Canadian Human Rights Act.

In addition, the government

committed itself to a number of amendments to the Act.

Attached is a draft Memorandum to Cabinet on amendments to
the Act, which is intended to give effect to specific

commitments made in Toward Equality,
number of other changes to the Act.
to Cabinet on this matter was circulated in late 1986.

as well as to make a

A previous Memorandum
The

enclosed draft is a revised and condensed version of the

previous Memorandum.

A number of recommendations have been

added, while others have been deleted.

I would point out that the draft Memorandum contains
proposed amendments to a wide range of statutes to eliminate

provisions providing for mandatory retirement.

These

proposals were developed in consultation with the
responsible Departments for the previous Memorandum to

Cabinet.

already been made in other legislative initiatives.

I expect that some of these amendments may have

Thus

the enclosed list of proposed amendments will be adjusted in
consultation with the responsible Departments.

I would ask that a contact person be designated for your
Department, as we move through the process of developing the

Memorandum to Cabinet.

In our Department, the person

responsible for the Memorandum to Cabinet is D. Martin Low,

Canada
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Senior General Counsel, Human Rights Law Section. The contact
person for your Department should identify himself or herself to
Mr. Low's office (957-4944).

The Minister of Justice has indicated that he would 1like to
introduce amendments to the Act next spring. Consequently, we are
seeking to have the Memorandum to Cabinet ready for submission to
Ccabinet early in the new year. To that end, Martin Low will be
convening a meeting Wednesday, January 10, 1990 at 2:00 p.m. in the
3rd floor Boardroom of the Justice Building to discuss the draft
Cabinet Memorandum. We would be pleased to receive any written
comments you may wish to make before that time. I appreciate your
cooperation in this endeavour.

Sincerely yours,

John ¢. Tait
Deputy Minister of Justice

004711

AGC-0576_0002



