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Department Ministere 
of Justice de la Just ice 

August 6, 1980 

Mr. P . A. Bissonnette, 
Deputy Solicitor General, 
Ministry Secret riat, 
Solic i tor General Ca na da , 

Ottawa, Canada 
K1A OH8 

Si r Wilfrid Laurier Building , 
340 Laurier Avenue West, 
Room 323 
Ottawa , Ontario. 
KIA OP8 

Dear Mr. Bissonnet te: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

In course of last ye a r, the Department of Justice , fo ll owing 
a requ es t from the Inter-depa r- nental Committee on Human 
Rights, consulted various dop rtments a no Agencies of the 
Go vecnment Ot Canada on the possibil i ty Ot a(lrling nc~w 
g r 0 un d s 0 f dis c r i In ina t i 0 I to t h C! 1 i s t 0 f pro h i bit e "1 g co un · s 
f ound in the Canadian Human Rights Act , S . C. 1976-77 , 
c . 3 3 . The respons e whlch we r eceived was en rally 
positive . Consjoer ing thj.s reaction , taking into 
consideration the recomme ndat io n. maoe by th p Canaoian Human 
Rights Commission in the 1979 Annual Report an( th e 
undertaking made in the Speech from th e Throne by the 
GoveYnmen t to -mend the Canadian Human Rights Act in order 
to afford increasco protectlon to the handicapped, he 
Department ha ", pr p r ed a oeaft Cahinet Discussion Puper-. 
I nth i spa per l it e x ami n es t h e po s 5 i b il i t Y 0 f ::l men din CJ t h C! 

Ca nadia n Human Rights Act in o rder t ao(l opinio , cr imin al 
or penal conviction, sexual harassment , Jexu-l orintation 
a nd me ntal and , in matt l:S oth r than employm~nt , Dhysic 1 
handicap to the list of prohibitcJ 0rounds - f 
d iscrimination . The paper also dcals with vdrious minor 
amendments which 3re necessa ry to insure a b0tt ~ 
appli cation of the Act or to avoid utucp onflict . 
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Before submitting t his Disc us sion Paper t o Cabinet, the 
Depar::-tment of Justice would like to obtain your::- Dep<lr::-tment's 
commen ts on its con t e n. We are , there for e , se nd inC! yo u a 
copy of this paper for review. As we would like to proceed 
with this mat ter as q ui c kly as pos~ible , we wOlld ap preciate 
your comments by September 1 5 , 19 80 . 0 r of:fic ials will b~ 
pleased to meet with your::-s in the m~an t'me if th is wo uld be 
helpful. Mr. G. F ggi010 (2-3679) will be o-ordin a ting 
comments and can pr::-ovid e additional information i f required . 

Yours sincerely, 

0dj~~ 
B.L. Strayer , 
Assistant Deputy Minis te r, 
(Publ ic Law) . 
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