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on role of gays

By Mike Strobel
JOURNAL REPORTER

A Human Rights Commission poll
which shows the public favors the
hiring of homosexuals by the
country’s security service, is not
being welcomed by the RCMP.

survey, released yesterday,
found 68 per cent of dents
thought self-acknowledged homo-
sexuals with superior qualifications
should be admitted to the service.

But Canada’s security chief, Mi-
chael Dare, said last night there are
no plans whatsoever to change the
service’s longtime policy of barring
homosexuals.

Though domestic moods have ap-
parently changed, the service’s in-
termational flavor makes the use of
homosexual agents risky, Dare
said.

“It's not really a surprise (the poll
results) ", . . but attitudes may be
different in other countries in which
our people work."”

Gays too vulnerable

Wherever they operate, Dare said,
homosexual officers would be vul-
nerable to retaliation from the sorts
of people they deal with in their
work - retaliation that could be
personally or professionally damag-
ing.

“This particular job,” he said,
“demands the ability to be totally
secure.” -

As far as the RCMP is concerned,
the same holds for the force’s other
branches.

*“A self-acknowledged homosexual
is barred from the RCMP, period,”
Supt. John Bentham, the force's
public relations chief, said last
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The force views homosexuality as
:ﬂ""mnmr weakness,” Bentham

Public image to uphold
“Generally, the public ts the
police to beyfree 5 Vi entire

range of character deviations,”
Despite the poll results that indi-
cate otherwise, Bentham said “to
this point, we haven't found any
overwhelming public support for the
hiring of homosexuals."
Nonetheless, he said, the force
would take a close look at the sur-

Only 25 t of those polled by
Only 25 per cent of thos

thecgmmsslon disagreed with the
admission of homosexuals to the

RCMP; seven per cent were indif-
ferent. .

In fact, the survey showed, toler-
ance of homosexuality is more wide-
spread in Canada than is tolerance
of different political opinion.

Asked if a woman should be re-
fused a government job because she
belongs to an extremist party, 47 per
cent of those polled agreed, 44 per
cent dﬁ and nine per cent
were erent, epa——
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The federally-appointed human ictal
rights commission has no authority ' language; six per cent handicap;
to halt discrimination based on po- pe
litical persuasion or homosexuality.
Its power covers discrimination on
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