54

RCMP Y UNLY

APPENDIX

Wilidam John VASSALL

In October 1962, William John VASSALL, & British Admiraltly

cierk, was convicted under the Officisl Secrets Act and senzenced to
a;ghteen years iuprisonment {for passing clessified informati
members of the RIS, vauwﬂi?’g reprultment was based on homosex
compromise aré « CHE i crative of the mebhods and e
utilized Ly

VASSALL I3 wared the 'x"tieh Admiralsy serv: &
vemporary clerk in 1 continued with the Admivalty,
irom & [our-year per The ﬂAx auring the war, and in
1954 he was posted to Moscow to take up the position of ¢l
the Naval Attache at the British Embassy.

fmong the locally employcd members of the British Emi
staff in Moscow was z Pole named Sigmund MIKHATLSKY, MIK
made himsell useivul Lo many of his colleagues by Qb@dlﬁln? rdxlway
and theatre tLickets, ete. He was particulsarly popular with the
Junior members of the staff and one of the people with whom he struck

up a friendship was VASSALL who was anxious to explore the theatres,
museums and restaurants of Moscow, Moreover, MIKHATLGOKY was also a
homosexual and this, in retrospect, must have contributed towards the
preogress of his friendship with VASSALL,

In Cctober 1954, MIKHAILSKY and VASSALL dined together at
the Aurcra Hestaurant in Moscow. Thev found themselves sitting next
to two Russians whe, during the course of dinner, got into conversaw
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tion

mavnwnw company one of them, a skier, arranged to have dinner with

ne

then
nis

reom

whom

was plied with strong brandy, VASSALL felt the room beco
noticed that his companions had removed their j@cketa‘

and
also

several members of the party took place on a divan, While
ing on the man who had braaght him to the party tock photo
VAUSALL was then helped to dress and finally sent home in =&

he was introduced %o a man who described himself as a journal
who later proved to be an RIS officer named CHURANOV., Nothing
improper took place at this dinnesr which VASSALL considers was
arranged in order that CHURANOV could have a look at him.

would like tTo introduce him Lo VASSALL. VASSALL ag
introduction tock place in 2 nearby underground Stmﬁluu.

new acquaintance at the Berlin Hotel.

with them, Both Russians spoke excellent English and before

& couple of days later, At this meeting the skier told
that a friend of his had just srrivad from tﬁﬁ

excused himself and VASSALL accepted an invitation to

Un arrival 2% the hotel VASSALL was taken to an
where he was introduced to six or seven more Hussians,
spoke English, They had & lavish dinner after wh ‘cﬁ VAS

e

was removed and later he was undressed and 8 honosexual

In November VASSALL attended another dinner party %i nieh
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to a@a his skier {riend and tﬁr@uhh him

arr meet & military officer in
Mar L Q \SS5ALL went to the rendesvous
ay &l ¢ military officer by the skier
¥ L 5 to a {18t where : : i
ai wh wn The military
to kKiss nim aLb Went inbto snotnsy
military Fficer wnw nim. Afver about twenty
lights in the room ws vne doour was opened and th
cer s who was by then very ifrigh
ins skisr riend, was confronted
&not dwlﬂw¢ﬁ : 5duwﬂiL was obli
LE Wi panions who int erwoaéza&
L3 nE s
cion they produced a pile of atographs
and showed @1l in shameful Qﬁﬂﬁtiﬁﬁﬁ the
derlin Hotel ¢ SOALL that what he had been doing was
% serious gife Soviet Union which could be nishavle With &
prison sentence. They asked hinm aaw he woulad like iw S were Lo
show the photograpns to Lady HAYIER* as an ﬁxampl& af € members
of the umb35$” stall spent their leisure. They told VASSAL tnat they

(’ir I

oo

could publish the ﬁkﬁnagr&thb in the press to reveal how W
a:mlmmats behaved in the U.3.8.H., They asked VASSALL how
like nﬂﬂ parents to know that he did this kind of thing.
vold VAESALL that they would like him to make a statement,
refused to do this, They then told VASSALL that they would n
him leave thes rcoom until he promisad Lo meet Them again the I
svening. VASSALL agreed to do this,

o oY

3 O

‘;W&

SH5ALL met Nikolai and CHURANOY the
mare VARSALL was eﬂ"”

the interrogation

fﬁw thaa save:ai m

went Lo the 3vanskaya Hotel

i Ay e
=RV S O

@Dleﬂ. They &l ?&1* unem WRQ Lh¢ mwlws wer
sretended that and they again produced the
hinting that th n internatioral incident ii
told the DBritis 12d happened. Finally, VAS
to mest them ag ter near the Tarosla ““El}
most of the sub ‘Nith nis Husslsan controll

VAZSARLL soon began meebing his Hussian contr ] 5%
weekly intervels and &bt these meetings he was questioned about
activities of the british Embassy in Moscow and about the
the Embassy staflf, It was about Septembsr 1955 that VASIA
they required something more interssting than what he had

#ife of the then British Ambassador to Mosaoow,
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him VASSALL

further meutimu
it appesrs that the m&C@m
returned to him,

of dut
Lowing
of the

(0]
o
B

;ab.qg ended on £ Juns

y resum in Loendon he too K E nlary
Scandina . VASSALL wisited an « RN
tance 1 p?“t & weakemﬁ wich & W B
third m o friend., The
duration Al ' sit was Sp@ﬁﬂ at a summer gotiage near
Vancouver wxam thesge uwa p sens. One of these two individusls admitt
Lo ma%n homosexuel activity although he denied being a homosexusl at
that time {(1956). These QWw individuals have been zﬁv;rg togather
since ;@gg end gave everv indication that they were in fact sctilve

homosexuals,

Upon return to England in Jul y 1956 VASSALL resumed work at
the sdmlralty‘ From 1956 to 1662 VASSALL was successfully run as an
agent by the KIS and supplied them with numerous highly classified
documents, His gspiocnage aﬂtlvztlas, which sev&rely damaged Hritish
secret Naval research, ended in September 1962 following an investiga-
conducted |
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